options: a thematic approach, or a chronological one. Both have drawbacks: a thematic organization permits a comprehensive analysis of each sector but loses the pattern of an overall picture; a chronological approach fragments the analysis of individual sectors in emphasizing the shift of policies and personalities across the broad spectrum of administrative responsibility. Dow has clearly given thought to his choice of method; the historian who began this project envisaged a thematic approach; Dow, in completing it, adopted a chronological one. In so doing, he was aiming for overall coherence, the opportunity to present political influences, and the chance to bring to life the personalities involved in the work of the department. In Books, 1996, pp. 336, illus., £19.95 (0-948462-82 ).
The iconic status of the First World War in British cultural history and contemporary life is related to a bifurcated view of the century. There was before 1914 and after. Never such innocence again, was the response of one poet who knew very little about innocence. And perhaps that was the point. The current consensus of historical study is that the shock of the 1914-18 war was so severe that it rendered every facet of pre-war cultural life redundant, ridiculous, or worse.
